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in the price of certain food-stufis especially during the first
part of August intensified the evil by reducing "real"

During the month of September, however, employment
revived.1 Besides Government work in shipbuilding yards,
certain branches of the woollen industry were working at
full pressure on the production of blankets and cloth for
uniforms; the leather and boot and shoe industries on some
sides received an impetus from the large orders placed for
army boots; hosiery and knitted goods were required in large
quantities. Speaking generally, industries whose products
In the miscellaneous metal trades, except in the manufacture of
articles required for military and naval purposes, " much short time
was reported." In the cotton industry, " the trade as a whole was
working less than three days a week, and large numbers of work-
people were entirely unemployed." In the woollen trade, " about
60 per cent of the workpeople covered by the returns received were
on short time, including over 20 per cent who were working half-time
or less." The returns showed a decrease of " 21-5 per cent in the
amount of wages paid compared with a month ago." In the worsted
industry, " about 65 per cent of the workpeople covered by the
returns were -working short time during the month, including over
30 per cent who were working only half time or less." The returns
showed a decrease " of 26-5 per cent in the amount of wages paid
compared with a month ago." In the linen trade " short time was
reported generally." In the hosiery industry, "short time was
reported by firms employing over 40 per cent of the operatives
covered by the returns." In the silk trade " a great deal of short
time was worked in all the districts." In the levers and curtains
branches of the lace industry " the majority of the operatives . . .
were only working half time, and large numbers were altogether unem-
ployed." In the carpet trade " short time was general, most districts
working only half the usual hours." In the furnishing trades
" short time was worked in almost every district." " Short time
was very generally reported " in printing. In the glass trades " short
time was reported in several districts." In the potteries " most of
the firms " were running short time (see the Board of Trade Labour
Gazette, Sept. 1914).
1 The percentage of unemployment at the beginning of October
in the trades compulsorily insured against unemployment was 5-1,
as compared with 6-3 at the beginning of the previous month.